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   WURMKOS



Belli dentro is a project realized by Wurmkos Foundation between 
2015 and 2016 with Wunderkammer Museum and the Mental Health 
Service of Trento. It is a project of public art involving artists and 
citizens with and without psychiatric distress. The project has opened 
to the city residential places of mental health, transforming them into 
temporary art laboratories. This action has brought the citizenship to 
reflect on themes of mental health, of the beauty of the city, intended 
as a place inside which it is possible to produce new social and cultur-
al relations able to overcome prejudgment. 

Belli Dentro has constructed a system of encounters able to make 
emerge the awareness and the sensibility in respect to the heritage of 
the relationship of the marginal territories and social diversities. It has 
investigated the relationship between the individual and the environ-
ment with the purpose of intervening, through a participatory project, 
to redefine the house of ‘Mutuo Aiuto’ (mutual help), the residential 
structure of SSM. 

The meetings happened in the various structures of the Mental Health 
Service, time they made emerge each time new and urgent necessi-
ties linked to the lack of a place in which it could be possible to activate 
imaginative processes linked to personal imagination. 

Through an open process, the laboratories have produced a perma-
nent work around the House AMA and an artistic intervention in the 
city: two cycles of public billposting which have ideally connected the 
places of the project to the urban fabric, the inside of the residencies 
of SSM with the outside of the streets of the city. 

The permanent work consists in an intervention on one of the internal 
doors of the common spaces of the residence Casa AMA, whereas the 
temporary billboards are made with posters and photographic collage 
of works realized by the participants of the laboratories. 

Participants: Susanna Abate, Animali strani, Gabriella Baldessani, 
Daniela Ballardini, Dogukan Belozoglu, Manuela Beltrami, Alessandra 
Benacchio, Luca Bertoldi, Adele Bressa, Marco Campanella, 
Pasquale Campanella, Giusi Campisi, Caterina Caserta, Pierluigi 
Cattani Faggion, Marinella Cisari, Chiara Clerici, Roberta Colombo, 
Adriano Conti, Savino Crudele, Martina Dal Brollo, Michela Dal Brollo, 
Lorenzo Danieli, Angela Di Bartolomeo, Fabrizia Faes, Marco Mario 
Fasano, Salvatore Fede, Davis Ferrari, Silvia Guerri, Massitan Kantè, 
Nadia Kobernec, Kyrku, Arianna Lonardi, Donatella Maltratti, Pietro 
Marconi, Mauro Milanaccio, Jelena Milosevic, Elisabetta Notarangelo, 
Andrea Oberosler, Clizia Pederzolli, Nadia Pedot, Giulia Pedrotti, Luigi 
Penasa, Patrizio Raso, Enzo Rodler, Michael Rotondi, Arian Rushitaj, 
Gianni Scaburri, Veronica Sebastiani, Eva Serpelloni, Nadezha Sime-
onkova, Daniela Tomasi, Gina Torrini, Maria Trinidad Tomas, Alice 
Valenti.

With the support of Tiring house, Fondazione Wurmkos Onlus, Azien-
da sanitaria, Art to art, and with the contribution of Fondazione Caritro.
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Franco Basaglia is an Italian Psychiatrist who 
has first theorized and practiced a social politi-
cal understanding of metal health. In 1962 at 
Gorizia’s psychiatric hospital he activated the 
first anti institutional experience for the treat-
ment of mental health. To Basaglia we all own 
the merit for the law that in 1978 has brought to 
the closure of psychiatric hospital in Italy. With 
a “Basaglia” spirit Wurmkos artists work have 
always been included in the context of contem-
porary art, avoiding the outsider art. Since the 
start thirty years ago, Wurmkos work is charac-
terized as an artistic practice always looking for 
ways, every time recalibrated, of interaction 
amongst the members of the group, the physi-
cal territory and the political discourse. The 
projects are thought as public, not only 
because are sometimes produced in the public 
space, but because they put, in first instance, 
the world of the social and the one of art. The 
scale of the projects shifts from exposing publi-
cally the intimate art making processes of an 
individual, to which everyone participates, to 
the involvement of entire communities on a 
project that starts from the community itself to 
then formalize through the collective work of a 
specific territory. The elaboration process 
includes the involvement of art theorists and 
experts from other disciplines. 
  
Wurmkos projects have been supported by 
public and private institution and by many 
people who have contributed personally. 
Several works are in private and public collec-
tions. 

For the selected exhibitions and the bibliogra-
phy, it is possible to visit 
 
http://wurmkos.blogspot.it/

Bio

Wurmos is a visual art laboratory created in 
1987 by Pasquale Campanella and the people 
with psychic distress who are part of the Coop-
erative that Fights Marginalisation of Sesto S. 
Giovanni (periphery of Milan). Wurmkos is an 
open space, intended as an experience that 
puts into relation contemporary art and psychic 
distress without aims of “salvation”. In time a 
group of artists with or without psychological 
distress has been consolidated, and it consti-
tutes the permanent nucleus around which one 
hundred people joined in time. 
The laboratory functions all year, and it is the 
space in which Wurmkos art works are 
conceived. The space looks out to the street 
and this has activated new approaches and 
desires. A part from being a laboratory the 
Wurmkos has become an exhibition space; 
therefore, the exhibition and laboratory time 
coexist and they generate interesting synergies 
between one and the other with and for the 
public. 
In 2011 the Wurmkos Foundation has opened 
and amongst its aims there is the creation of a 
general archive of Wurmkos works and texts, 
which will then be put at the disposal of the 
public. Other activities of the group include: 
planning and directing educational laboratories 
with schools and museums, theoretical elabo-
ration, publications, support of degree thesis. 


